The increasing problem in Tayside of cervical cancer in younger women.
The incidence of cervical carcinoma in younger women is increasing in Tayside despite a decrease in the overall incidence. However, stage for stage, we did not encounter a poorer survival in younger patients. A number of patients had been sterilised or had a pregnancy when cytological screening was available and not made use of. There were also some false negative smears which were reclassified for retrospective analysis. We would recommend cervical screening every three years and careful inspection of the cervix and a smear taken in cases of abnormal gynaecological symptoms such as post coital bleeding.